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ABSTRACT

In recent years, there has been a tendency to reuse ‘landscapes of memory,” including industrial heritages, modermn
cultural heritages, and post-industrial parks, as public spaces in many cities. Among the various types of landscapes, ‘modem
historic landscapes’, which were formed in the 19th and 20th centuries, are landscapes where the debate between conservation
and removal is most frequent, according to the change of evaluation and recognition of modern history. This study examines
conflicts between conservation and removal around modern historic landscapes and explores the value judgment criteria
and the process of formation of those landscapes, as highlighted in the case of the demolition controversy of the old Japanese
general government building in Seoul, which was dismantled in 1995. First, this study reviews newspaper articles, television
news and debate programs from 1980-1999 and some articles related to the controversy of the Japanese general government
building. Then it draws the following six factors as the main issues of the demolition controversy of the building: symbolic
location, discoveries and responses of new historical facts, reaction and intervention of a related country, financial conditions,
function and usage of the landscape, changes of urban, historical and architectural policies. Based on these issues, this
study examines the conflicts between symbolic values that play an important role in the formation of modern historic
landscapes and determines conservation or removal, and the utility of functional values that solve the problems and respond
to criticisms that arise in the process of forming the modern historic landscape. Especially, it is noted that the most important
factor that makes the decision is the symbolic values, although the determination of the conservation or removal of modern
historic landscapes has changed according to changes in historical perceptions of modern history. Today, the modern historic
landscape is an important site for urban design, and still has historical issues to be agreed upon and addressed. This
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study has contemporary significance from the point that it divides the many values of modern historic landscapes into
symbolic values and functional values, evaluates these, and reviews the background social context.

Key Words: Landscape of Memory, Conflict between the Conservation and Removal, The Old Japanese General
Government in Seoul, Symbolic Value, Functional Value
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Figure 1. The new general government building in front of Gyeong-
bokgung Palace(1926)
Source: Seoul History Archives ‘The Bird's-Eye View of the Japanese
General Government’ (museum.seoul kr/archive)
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Figure 3. Declaration ceremony of the establishment of the Korean
government(1948. 8. 15)
Source: National Archives of Korea Declaration Ceremony of the Es-
tablishment of the Korean Government'(1948.8.15.) (http://theme.
archives.gokr)

Figure 2. The front view of the old Japanese general government
building(1988)
Source: archist.kr/171
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Figure 4. The parliamentary opening Session on meeting room in
Capital Hall(1979)
Source: http://dbkdemocracy.orkr
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Eeue AT ARARE BAs] ofEsie Aol
| AR Q|| A8 AA A 19597 ZAZER AEE $HO=
AEURE Aol FRE AR FAA 7L A
19958 A& A7 old7A A HdF =T 24 ok g AR 1995 2AFEE FA A sk viAE
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9), T MLEEANHAHEEESA ARE), =23 B 7F FAE 0] QlTk ol H%dh Al7]ol] Sl ZAA13H(1925)
(AH A12802), + 9 HAHE AeAErEd Maed I AAgoEN, ZAFTER-AARATE -G E-AE -84
# TETIA A237Z), 7 ALY EHAEF TS L2 ool MR EAISE A 7IE 29 A4
ATLE), F+ AUEFF (A A3243) 5ol UK Cultural AEold AET(ED)-FAZ(FA FE gl v 24
Heritage Administration). o] AEE & + ZAEEHE= ¥y FEE-ZANF(F olgl e AZE &9 EHSs Host

Table 1. Key issues and contemporary implications for the conservation and removal controversy of the old general government building

Types Key issues Details Contemporary implications

- Located at the center of symbolic street(Sejong-daero) in Seoul Understand the importance of the

Symbalic location - Feng shui controversy symbolic landscapes

- Propulsion of the restoration of Gyeonghok palace(the late 1980s)

- Controversy over the structure and decoration of the building

- The 600th Anniversary of Seoul's Capital(1994) and the 50th anni-
versary of the national liberation(1995)

Changes in value criteria as a result
of changes of historical research
and consciousness

Discoveries and
responses of new

Symbalic historical facts

Reaction and - Japan's history distortion Need to analyze international
intervention of a - Anti-Japanese sentiment in response to Japan's criticism to demolish the | situations and coordinate opinions
related country Japanese general government building in Seoul between stakeholders

- Costs of demoliton or relocation Need alternatives of the construction,

Finandial conditions - Costs of building the national museum of Korea management and operating costs

- Availability as a museum for the history of Japanese invaders

- Preservation and relocation of cultural assets according to the transfer of Give appropriate new functionality

and prevent functional vacancy

Function and usage
Functional | of the landscape

museum
Changes of urban, - Removal of buildings constructed in Japanese occupation period
historical and - Securing the site of the museum according to the relocation plan of the | Reflect changes in national policies

architectural policies US. 8th Army in Yongsan

26 s=Rx7skE|X| M| 46H 45 (2018 8Y)
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gl 1980 el 2MAF SR A5 FA =2 &
o] A} o FAI7F A EAFC A 35
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7] FALA(FEE) & EQICEAME Mo R S
A grofuke 8212 (Dong-A Ibo, 1984, 9. 19), ¢
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5 A5 BES = Aol 233 A (Dong-A ibo,
1991. 6. 3: Hankyoreh, 1991. 6. 4)= A HAIZ #FS < Atk
o] A3 F=R AL HE QAL YB H¥o] F2] Qo)
obdo| = HRIE] Adet &S Mtk AML, 2, 7]3 5o
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Ibo, 1991. 6. 4: 1991. 6. 16: Hankyoreh, 1991. 6. 15), &%
HRE ARZZAPIA S AR AV 65%, A7kl T7%7t
T RAFES AES 98] ANAY o)AT AL st
= 202 Yt Maeil Business, 1991, 6. 14: Kyunghyang
Shinmun, 1991. 6, 14).

SYHZTGIETR] dEQle] #F Hiola 7|EA
A A 3 7719 B
IS AEEE, YRl
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o} (Hankyoreh, 1990, 11. 6), “ARAIE =),
SPHA ARIA] A Aoz AE S I AES w A
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Figure 5. Gyeonghokgung Palace revealed by the demolition of the
Japanese general government building(199)
Source: National Archives of Korea ‘Remnants of the Old General Govern-
ment Building in front of Gyeongbokgung Palace’(1996) (http://
theme.archives.go.kr)

28 sh2xzske(X| | 463 45 (20181 8Y)

Yzty 2o} (Kyunghyang Shinmun, 1993, 5. 21) ¢ =41
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D58 AE 7PARIA HEE AXMeE fE AL AHEE

(Dong-A Tibo, 1995. 8. 4) (Figure 6 =), @A SHF L=
e S Qe BAAS) U S A W
342 + 9o

= A AL LA A T8 RS B9
) el

27: Dong-A Tlbo, 19%. 8. 16b). F2& A2 olefdt d&e|
ool £33 =e] v S vS F5712 FHAT)=

dol &
off RIZkstA e zts Al A =REe] 2
of A =3t 3ol ofsf o] Folxl "RHIEA
AArolz "I 9] EH oIt MR HkE Welrl=
Foh(Kim, 2007: 183-191).

4. MEH oA
9N AESIRC] 7 2ATEF AE AA =42 A
z) o5

= 2 o5l 2j3) A7]51%
FeINE ek g AdE 4z 8L Ak

0QMADL N |-j-{NHO e

oS30 HIHPEE N O HOMIYTIGeCI B 1IN0 RIX WS
SR EW HEG 2 0N 20T Op i (e Ko

Figure 6. Japanese tourists taking pictures in front of the National
Museum of Korea(1995. 8. 3.)
Source: Dong-A Ilbo, 1995. 8. 4. page 30
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FFAS Aoteldes HoFth T3 9 AHE bie}
= Ze o=l WA RES AR s A7t
22 S Fo W o7 A 71el

ZAZER AR
=

i3t olaiu} Hhdo] ofye} F ZAFEE AES 53 A
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ool (Figure 7 %) 218 A & 9HE
& oAl wE FEF Tl B B o) Al st
A& o] #9glo] A 71 = At Lee, 1993a: 1993b: 1993c: 1995:
At IAHEAE ) o)XY W
= JJr?iH lg=at Jr%i AES YA HE = obF
A7 e TS S EES} l Q3] Aol AR
o (Lee, 1993a: 72), 74839 gxolv HAAA A5S
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HEo ks BT 4 ok (Lee, 1993t 80)= AMA ]
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A BHEE AES A"e] Aol 2AFER Aee AR
B F8ke &9 AEA-FAY Y S5 F3 3 e

Figure 7. National Museum of Korea opens in the old Japanese
general government building(1986)
Source: National Archives of Korea “The Opening Ceremony of the
National Museum of Korea'(1986. 8. 21) (http://theme.archives.
gokr)
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Figure 8. Plans for relocation of US. army and formation of an
urban park(1988)
Source: Dong-A Ilbo, 1988. 8. 13, page 10
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