St=Ex7sks|K| 48(6): 48~57, 2020. 12. PISSN 1225-1755  elSSN 2288-9566
J. KILA Vol. 48, NO. 6, pp. 48~57, December, 2020 https://doi.org/10.9715/KILA.2020.48.6.048

=714 A 7 dS e e &2

A Study on ‘Pin Oak at Son keechung Memorial Park’
-Truth of Hitler Oaks-

Yee, Sun
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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to determine the history of Son keechung laurel tree, which is designated and managed as Seoul
Metropolitan Government Monument No. 5. Sohn keechung’s victory in the marathon at the 1936 Berlin Olympics served
as an opportunity to encourage great pride and national spirit for the Korean people’s national spirit who had spent their
painful days under Japanese colonial rule. The seedlings that Son keechung received at the time are currently growing
at Son Keechung Sports Park on the hill in Manri-dong, west of Seoul Station, and are Quercus palustris. That variety
of Tree is native to the United States. The 11th Berlin Olympics, held in 1936, is a golden opportunity for Hitler to show
off the history and cultural excellence of the German race, so it does not make sense to award victors an American giant
oak instead of the German oak tree. The Seoul Metropolitan Government and various media outlets made a fait accompli
due to Hitler’s simple mistake. However, this study revealed that the laurel that Son received was the Quercus robur, based
on the articles of the Korean newspaper, the German daily newspaper, and the recently introduced article of Der Spiegel,
a leading German weekly magazine. Based on these circumstances, I would like to suggest that the originally awarded
Quercus robur be planted in Son keechung Memorial Park and that the newly discovered history be notified on the Seoul
Metropolitan Government website and various records.
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Figure 2. Son keechung was awarded first prize of laurel pots of
Hitler oaks
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Figure 5. The emblem of the Nazi Labor Party in Germany
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c. German symbol Hitler oaks.

Figure 6. Articles related to the Dong-A Ilbo (August 16, 1936)

Source: https://www.donga.com/archive/newslibrary
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Figure 8. Owens Hitler oak tree growing on the campus of Rhodes
High School in Ohio, USA.
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Figure 10. Leaves and fruits of the Hitler oak( Quercus robur)
Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympia-Eiche

Figure 11. Leaves of Pin oak( Quercus palustris)
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Figure 12. The laurel wreath of Son keechung
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Figure 13. Signboard of Pin oak at Son keechung memorial park
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Figure 14. Pin oak at Son keechung memorial park
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