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The Characteristics of Community-Driven Allotments and Revitalisation of

Allotments in Deprived Areas
- Focusing on the Case of Sheffield, UK -
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Assistant Professor, Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Mokpo National University

ABSTRACT

This study aims to understand the background and characteristics of the UK’s allotments, as the UK is one of the
nations participating in allotment invigoration. This study will focus on approaches to policy, active governance, and
socioeconomic impact. To address this, allotment-related issues, policies since the beginning of the 19th century were analysed.
In addition to this, Sheffield City, UK, was selected as a specific case to analyse the framework of allotment management,
active governance concerning allotment management, and the residents’ perceptions of allotments through a questionnaire
survey. It was found first that the UK government, since 1806, has been consistently producing localism policies aiming
to devolve management authority into local governments, which actively obtain sites for allotments. Secondly, the structure
of allotment management formed in active governance leads the overall maintenance, partnership, income generation, and
monitoring of the allotments. Interestingly, the structure of the department organisation of local government in Sheffield
established the position of community manager, who encourages community invigoration. However, a gap between
socioeconomic aspects was found in which the allotment invigoration in lesser deprived areas outweighs the invigoration
in more deprived areas. In contrast, according to the questionnaire survey, respondents in more deprived areas were more
likely to be involved in allotment activities and the community. The key to addressing the socioeconomic gap in the context
of allotment invigoration is the adoption of the Public-Community-Private-Partnership framework. This will be of great
importance to longer-term promotion of beneficial allotment practices.
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Table 1. Reviewing contributions of food growing-based practices 2=t}
to community vitalisation
Authors Keys 2. = ARISHe| e HiZ
McMillan and | Enlarging the bond between the community and . ) .
Chavis, 1986 | the citizens. G AlRIEEe] A3 Al The Parish Inclosure Act of
1 X =X )
Stocker and 18060l #=2¢] 7]50] gltt The Allotment Act of 192201

Barnett, 2007

Increasing solidarity through community activities.

Expanding communication opportunities and

Sadako, 2012 developing community interests to other stakeholders.
Catanzaro and Increasing  polite  behaviour by increasing
Ekanem, 2004 interaction between groups or individuals.

Jarrot and Gigliotti,

Increasing interaction between communities.

2004
Increasing social consideration and increasing
Unruh, 2004 consideration of the other person’s situation.
Calleau, 2005 Providing opportunity and motivation to participate

in volunteer work.

Stigsdotter, 2005

Increasing intimacy with others.

Connell et al, 2007

Providing communication opportunities through
external allotment activities.

Alaimo ef al, 2008

Increasing communication and improving mutual
positive relationships in community activities.

Increasing intergroup communication to provide

ta, 2008 opportunities to express decision-making.
Kingsley ef al, | Forming expanded participation for social service
2009 through participation.

Yasukawa, 2009

Encouraging motivation for increased communication
and community activities,

Draper and
Freedman, 2010

Increasing community involvement and providing
opportunities for participation.

Jarrot and Gigliotti,

Increasing community activities and motivation.

2010

Ransley ef al, | Increasing understanding and social morality
2010 between stakeholders.

Ratcliffe ef al, | Contributing to promoting family reconciliation by
2011 increasing family communication.

Francis et al, 2012

Expanding the sense of community.

Hawkins ef al,
2013

Increasing  communication opportunities and
conversations among senior citizens.

Zick et al, 2013

Increasing consideration from the other party’s
point of view for the other’s needs.

Certoma and
Tornaghi, 2015

Increasing responsibility through community activities.

Barron, 2017

Contributing to continuous community development.

o3| AREAPE B9 B 7?“—'1—01 An|Eh] S8l ik EE 3
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A} 40 poles( ¥ 125m*) & ?tJJrOW BT E A3t o,

ol 7% ‘H’E‘T:‘ gjelo] oF 253 m’E PIET Yok
G ARIEAS I olde] LE A wiEE H A &
Ak G=o] AREES 154090 W22 A=( Anglo-Saxon)
AlellA Rl wsjo A EA o] WA The National
Allotment Society, 2017). 13, A% 438 += A9 H
Al &% ‘Local Food Movement o] A58 Al&EQloH, o
Y3 &2 21M7] AAIAL 3807 A Fkthy & 4
Atk FEOIY 71 419 AR 9AT o] FEYS
& QiTh 194171 S0k 71S o] g o] AelA HAE
Al 5& AlFetom, ojg st S5 FH o]0 % g
%1tk Ravertz, 2001). °©]2{g E%—E— AWAR ZEE AA
Az A o] % AAE Fal W 9 EAJstE A 1918\ Al
A 12 A A% The Addison Act of 191994 = oA 715
T, BN AZ FAR] HAR AE A T =
™

3

&\, o
Aol #et e FI AUk o9 e U, T FAHY
Az Al SF A9 HAY deoE SrEAn

AA A2 A (1939~1945) FAl ARG} 23do g o
&) ‘Dig for Victory” 7|91 Eal w72 Au) S5o] A
FAOZ gs 248 AhEvans, 2011) (Figure 1 a).

1939 AR DA] G+ 22 -] 70%, HL3} F4]9)
0%= Al L3tk o] 389 1= oM 22
Stalak A2k Zlo] wi7dolt}, APAR: FEE Yk 79 A

Ueds 28t AY 9AT FFoE At o] 7

o o=

DIG FOR

Grow Sheffield
a: Dig for Victory b: Incredible Edible c: Grow Sheffield
Campaign Project Project
Figure 1. Three key projects of community-driven food growing in

UK
Sources:  https://dig-for-victory.org.uk/, https://www.incredible-edible-tod
morden.co.uk and https://twitter.com/growsheffield).
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olol wek, 77 §7 5, A7 A, FRAIZ dE 5ol
Aol7 Bukste] 78 BAH Azl Q149) Aolo] o
2 F709) 39 54 olglH £§ FHo] AA Yk
(Kim, 2019), G141 o2 A71e] Ak - A2 £} 3
A olg3he] aablel B 22 A7} BU A3 Feln
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upet & Aol E Hol7] wiZo]tHDCLG, 2009). o]l =l A
= " 29 A3 - Z4AA A)329] Indices of Multiple Depri-
vation(IMD) A& HEs) o] A4 87HA] AR &5
(22.5%), TE8(225%), A5(135%), 774(135%), HEA
(9.3%), TYAMHU2(93%), AF8H(93%)< 71£22 A
HHA QL A ¢E whagstt), IMD Aol tiet 3t A S8
=0k IMD A5 v R 3 ¥ =4 o] 143}
el A ARE EETTE ALY - A A 54 wet
o] &2t M3k, TEE, #Ho| tEA Yeh}r] wFoltk
(Lin ef al, 2014: Shanahan ef al, 2014). T3} Heynen ef
al (2006) STAXE T 39 olgel gk 713] Apolr}
AFS] - A A Bl whet o Q14 BRltke Fgolth o
SF 22 AR - A1 S mE Aol w3l #Hdt
= ket Aol FAHLE FWHO R AFrt A Fol
o FAA oz AFUE HA Aol 3 W Aes %
o|a #A A} 914] A7-(Nam and Dempsey. 2018), A7) ZE o]
2 A3E 9 A¥ 754 A+ (Nam and Dempsey, 2019),
2 A v #ek <14 A (Nam and Dempsey, 2020)
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A The Planning Policy Framework 20197FA2 3153
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3. F= W ANEE 24ste] dE =AY AZE
(Sheffield) A1 8] AlR1s2 W91E stitHFigure 2 #2).

R A - A A B BEE LY AR AE
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o A4 whd(Manor) (1), &322 (ParsonCross) (1.1),
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Figure 2. The location of allotments and indices of multiple
deprivation map 2015 in Sheffield
Sources: Sheffield city council and the Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government, formerly Department of Communities and
Local Government.
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Table 2. Allotment-related policies after 1806 in the UK

Policies Year Core aims

The Parish

1806 | Introduction of the first policy on allotments.
Inclosure Act

The General
Inclosure Act

The creation of the first legal provision for the

1845 creation of allotments.

The Allotments 1908 | The first policy aimed at revitalising allotments.

Act
The Land 1919 The expansion of allotments to the working
Settlement Act class.
The Allotment Systematic guidelines for the standards of
1922
Act allotments.
The Allotments 195 Establishment of contract system for the
Act management of the lease of allotments.

The
Agricultural 1931 | Expansion of agricultural land for allotments.
Land Act

The Allotments Transferring the operation authority and

Act 1950 responsibility of allotments to local governments.
Harold Wilson Expanding the role and function of allotments
. 1964 .
Committee as a leisure garden.
The Select 1998 Expand and actively publicize measures to
Committee ‘ revitalise allotments to the public,
Planning Policy 2002 Transfer of allotments to open space:
Guidance Note Expanding budget and policy support.
The Health 2004 Expanding the contribution of allotments to
‘White Paper human health.
NAatlonalA Specifying guidelines incorporated into the
Panning Policy | 2012 British land planning framework
Framework pannng ’
National . .
. . Adoptive the need for continuous development
Panning Policy | 2019 | . . )
in the UK National land planning framework.
Framework

FS A% Aok AHd Z4E () 9 oS Pk The
Agricultural Land Act 1931914 += ARIEA] HA)0) 5 &
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Lol 9 Ad|o|AEA ARIERS A B A AA &
1= B3 SAstE AEp] AT R M ETh F7tE, A
A5 Fro] Ay #e AA S} o] ARIEA] Aol A
A4 oF '3 Rt ol A AFUEE B3 2
UEIH O o]ojzit}, o|¢} ##sl= tiiE FA = The Local
Government Act 20029} The Localism Act 20117 A|91s%
G452 st AlY T AFUE ] Aus Axsith
2000 o] AWAR F= A3 AAE A5 AHdA
AAZ AFETHVANA F7F £4 2 AH).
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Al Fell Ao AFUE SAstE sk Folth ARlEEe &

= AR A Fom o]FoxH, AFLe] 7
Department of Parks and Countryside Services(DPCS) A1
oM Fiack(Figure 3 3H=2).

AZE AT A% DPCSe Al9lg7gae] iAot 7%

+ Archer Lane Allotment and Home Garden Society

* Gleadless Garden Produce Association

+ Hagg House Allotment Society

« Hagg Lane & District Gardeners' Allotments Society
+ Handsworth and Richmond Allotment Society

angingws
+ High “'JEICObRLl}» Allmnmm —\ssnclmmu

+ Highclitfe Allotment Society

+ Heeley District Allotment Protection Society
+ Holberry Gardens Allotment Association

+ Infield Lane Floral and Horticultural Society
+ Moss Way Allotment Group

+ Reignhead Farm Allotment Association

+ Rivelin Valley Allotment Society

+ Roe Wood Allotment Society

Figure 3. Structure of allotment management in Sheffield, charted
by the author
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Allotments Regeneration Initiative, Awards for All, Communities
Fund, now incorporated in the Big Lottery Fund, BTCV Peoples
Places Award Scheme, Esmee Fairbaim Foundation, Landfill
Tax Credit Scheme, Living Spaces, Local district or borough
council, New Opportunities Fund, now incorporated in the Big
Lottery Fund, RSNC, SEED Initiative, Shell Better Britain 52
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Table 3. Number and proportions of allotments in relation to IMD
(IMD T=most deprived area 10% and IMD 10= least
deprived area 10%)
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A 20.7 36.4 43.0
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Figure 4. Results of descriptive analysis (unit %)

A: Do you want to see allotments nearby?

B: Do allotments contribute to developing social and environmental issues?
C: Would you get involved in allotment activity?

Hd ; 783 | [ ETIEs s |
He 69E
Hb [ 443 I 337 |
Ha [E71 943 |
G 272 I 729 ]
F 728
Eg 680
Ef 3 60.5
Ed 966 B3
e [ —— P
Eb I : 57 =3
Ea : g e
D 919
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
No 0 Yes

Figure 5. Results of descriptive analysis (unit %)

D: Are you now involved in allotment community?

E: Why not involved in? (a: no time, b: long distance, c: long waiting
lists, d: don't know how to apply, f: using my own garden, g: no
interest)

: Would you get involved in allotment community?

. Do you know how to join?

: Who are going to manage these allotments overall? (a: local authority,
b: community, ¢: user, d: 3rd sector)
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Figure 6. Introduction to PCP partnership-formed framework to
vitalise wulnerable allotment community, proposed by
the author
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