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ABSTRACT

The 88 Olympic Park is a monumental urban park in Seoul, developed to commemorate South Korea’s hosting of
the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games. Initially conceived to emphasize the event slogan, ‘Cultural Olympics,” which was driven
by the Korean government, the park, already designed and constructed by 1986, was reconfigured into a sculpture park
following two international outdoor sculpture Olympiads and an invitational sculpture exhibition. This study takes a look
at the process of redesigning the park into sculpture park and the socio-political discussions surrounding such a process,
in order to reconsider the significance of the 88 Seoul Olympic Park with regards to Korean landscape architectural history.
Several discussions within Korean society arose during the redesign process. First, there were critiques on the artwork
selection during the early phase of the project. Second, issues regarding the conservation of the national heritage site,
Mongchon-tosung, located within the park, gave rise to a larger discourse on heritage preservation in Seoul. Third, discussions
regarding the formation of the park identity, or lack thereof, prevalent. Through this study, the 88 Seoul Olympic Park
presents itself as an example where large park construction in Seoul caused discussions regarding globalization, nationalism,
publicness and art to be brought forth. This paper concludes that the 88 Seoul Olympic Park is a cultural landscape that
requires further examination and exploration as it provides rich historical context for understanding the history of cultural

and artistic practices in Korean urban landscapes.
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Figure 1. View of Yudalsan Mountain Sculpture Park, 1990
Source: National Archives of Korea
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Table 1. Types of sculpture parks

Author Criteria

Types of sculpture parks

Relationship

1) Garden for sculpture

Treib | between the
(1988) | sculpture and

2) Sculpture for the garden

)
)

3) Garden as a sculpture / sculpture as a garden
)

Jung | between the

the park
1) Sculpture installed after the site is
Relationship constructed

2) Installation location is modified by the site

(1990) | sculptures and

3) Sculpture is site-specifically created

the site

4) Sculpture is determined and modified
according to the site

Relationship

1) Commemorative and traditional artwork

Kim

(201) between public

2) Art in public place

art and the site

3) Art in urban design
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Figure 2. World Peace Gate and Yeolju Masks, 1988

Source: National Archives of Korea
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Table 2. 1988 Summary of the sculpture-related events

FEvent Dates Types of sculptures | Number of
by material sculptures
st ;
Ott ;Orgfrgjﬁoﬁe 1987, 07.03 Rocks, .
. i ~08. 20 concrete, objects
Symposium
nd .
02t dlntersncajl”?al 1988, 03, 11 | Metal, cast iron, o
utdoor SCUipture ~04. 29 resin, wood
Symposium
Invitational Rock, metal, resin,
International Outdoor 1951810086515 wood, ceramic, glass, 155
Sculptures Exhibition : etc.
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Figure 5. Map of installed sculptures after the 1%, 2" symposiums
and the invitational exhibition

Legend: @ 1% symposium o 2 symposium

@ Works created on-site during the 2 symposium

Area designated for invitational exhibition
—-—- Pedestrian circulation

Source: Art Museum of National Sports Promotion Board in Commemoration

of Seoul Olympics, 1991, Recreated by the Author

Table 3. Criteria for installing the sculptures during the invitational
international outdoor sculpture exhibition

Installation criteria Considerations
Location and distance
- Recognizable element by visible
| Visibility distance
In§taﬂat10n Lightsource
criteria by
object Sculpture height x length
Necessary area - —
determined Space Teqwred forlrecogm'zatlon
by scale dgpendmg on thg installation type
(independent, serial, cluster)
Dotted/independent installation
Audience density | Linear distribution
Installation Area distribution
criteria by -
environment Natural environment
Site-specificity | Symbolic/commemorative meaning
Utilitarian functions

Source: Seoul Olympics Organizing Committee, 1988b: 9-13
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a‘ Independent installation b: Cluster installation
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¢ Installing sculptures of same height

Figure 6. Calculations for determining the area required by the sculpture
Source: Seoul Olympics Organizing Committee, 1988b
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