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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the trends in the preservation of urban public parks with a focus on the international
movement to acknowledge and preserve the heritage value of urban parks. First, the background in which the concept
of "historic urban park” first appeared internationally, as well as the current situation were investigated. Then, the cases
of the United Kingdom (UK), the United States (US), and Japan, all of which are already preserving and managing urban
public parks, were analyzed. In the ICOMOS-IFLA Document on Historic Urban Public Parks, the International Council
on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), which is a group of specialists dedicated to the conservation and management of
cultural heritage, mentions that it is necessary to maintain the social, intangible, aesthetic, ecological, and civic values of
historic urban public parks. In addition, according to ICOMOS, it is necessary to preserve elements of parks, such as space
composition, topography, light, and environment. The UK, the USA, and Japan have their own unique characteristics for
the background of preserving urban parks, the preservation system, the selection of parks to be preserved, and the elements
to be preserved within the park. The UK has categorized parks into certain types from each period and has tried to preserve
the common elements in each type. The US has selected the parks to preserve by determining the meaning of the parks
itself considering multiple aspects, embracing not only the physical form of the parks, but also the culture, monumentality,
and social values. Recently, Japan began the preservation of historic urban parks as a matter of policy and started to implement
a preservation policy by investigating modem parks that are believed to be worth preserving. Specialists in cultural heritage
preservation have argued that the method of preservation of historic urban parks must differ from that of other parks or
gardens. Nonetheless, observing cases in these three countries showed that, regardless of their administrative and legal systems
regarding cultural heritage and urban public parks, their policies were still limited to preserving only the physical elements
of parks. The direction and methodology for the preservation of historic urban parks must be developed further and elaborated
upon in terms of the evolving concept and definition of heritage. Urban parks are where various historic values are
accumulated, connoting historical meanings dealing with the memories of the parks and the urban dwellers. This study
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found that, worldwide, park management has been carried out in a way that the historic values of parks are respected
and preserved. This global trend in preserving the historic values of urban public parks has significant implications for
the management of urban public parks in Korea that are being formed and renewed repeatedly.

Key Words: Designed Landscapes, ICOMOS-IFLA, Modern Parks, Park Management, Urban Park Preservation
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Table 1. Special character-defining elements of historic urban

public parks
Character Details
- Size, relationship, proportion of the space
- View, focal point, viewpoint within park
- Distant panorama, sight-line, vista, view
Spaces, views, - Historic vista, view, viewpoint

- Vegetation (movement, colour, sound, shade)

- Height of adjacent buildings

- Edge condition (street width, paving
materials, street tree planting, lighting)

planting, and vistas

- Historic landform, topography, grade (mound,

T h
opograpny swale, terrace, rockery)

Light - Natural light, sunshine, shade

- Urban biodiversity
- Flora and fauna
- Water and energy

Source: Adapted from ICOMOS-IFLA Document (www.icomos.org)

Environment
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Table 2. Basic concepts on evaluation of modern parks

The present state of landscape architecture is a combination of elements such as topography, subterranean division, plants,

A way o
. water and other park facilities,

of perceiving
artistic or The landscape is unique due to the geographical features of the region.
ornamental The peculiar nature of the current situation is a prerequisite for encouraging citizens to visit, and for daily gathering,
value relaxation and rest.

Current topographical features, subdivisions, plants, water, facilities, space functions, etc. shall be inherited from the beginning
A way of establishment, and the significant transition process after establishment and maintenance shall also be shown.
of perceiving It represents historical characteristics such as parks, etc., by having characteristics from the perspective of the establishment
academic and maintenance of the park and its subsequent transition. In addition, documents (documents, photographs, drawings, etc.)
value related thereto must be retained.

It has characteristics from the viewpoint of regionalism.

Source:  Research Group on Modern Gardens, Parks, etc. and Cultural Properties Division of Japan Cultural Affairs, 2012
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Table 3. Basic concepts on evaluation of modern parks
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UK

USA Japan

Since 2003, urban parks, a type of urban

Since 2000s, Agency for Cultural Affairs

The conservation value of urban parks has | and Bureau of Construction of Tokyo

Preservation Jandscare. have been considered as been emphasized since the 1990s, and since | Metropolitan Government have established
background reservgfign it 2012, the historical meaning of urban parks | the concept of “modern parks”, considering
p . has been reflected in policies. that the historicity of urban parks is
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. e Urban parks, which are highly valued for modern parks with high ‘preservahonl value,
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