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A Study on the Visual Descriptions of Landscapes in North Korean Literature
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ABSTRACT

This paper interprets the social and cultural significance of the “landscape” in North Korea by exploring the object
and context of the text referring to the “landscape” in North Korean literature. To this end, the paper first classified the
objects describing “landscapes” in serial publications and newspaper articles by types and grouped them according to trend.
As a result, the social and cultural significance of the “landscape” in North Korea can be divided among “Projection Object
of Orthodoxy”, “Visuality extended to the City” and “Visible Socialist-Fairyland”. First, in an article about Baekdusan (Mt.
Baekdu), “landscape” was used as a medium to prove the legitimacy of the successor. Next, in the Kim Jong-Un regime,
“landscape” was used as a word to describe the visual interactions by human economic activities. Finally, as a way to
visualize the achievements in the landscape sector, a term for ranking landscapes such as “Socialist-Fairyland” was adopted
during Kim Jong-Un’s reign. This can be interpreted as one of the devices visualizing the “landscape” and is clearly

distinguished from the past.
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Table 1. North Korean literature using “landscape” in the text

Literature type Literature title Number of
text
Newspaper Rodong sinmun (&A1) 22
, Chollima(H2]w) 17
Serials
National cultural heritage(1&23}-4-4)) 2
Korean dictionary (ZAZAA) 4
Language Geographic glossary (#]2]&-01AH) 1
dictionary | Modern Korean dictionary (&)= ZAA) 1
Korean unabridged dictionary (A 2thALA) 3
General natural geography(2uF 2k =]2]) 1
Theoretical book Joseon geography complete 1
book (Z2412) 2] A)
Total 52

Table 2. Classification according to the object referred to by

“landscape’
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Object referred to by “landscape” in the text Lan@sca pe Nurmber
classification | of uses
Baekdusan, Geumgangsan, Myohyangsan, Mountain/peak 99
Chilbosan, Moranbong, Bucheongowon, Jirisan /plateau
. . Concept
Language dictionary, theoretical book definition 10
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Indian Overseas
mountains - plateaus * plains, grassland in southern| natural 4
Congo environment
Greening ground coyer plants, pine trees in Trees/plants 3
scenic spots
The International Discussion on Forest and International
. 3
Landscape Restoration event
Pyongyang Folk Park, Ecological Park Park 2
Pyongyang Munsu District, Bocheonbo area Area/district 2
Cheol-Ryong apple field, Donghae port Agrlctﬂtu'ral/ﬁs 2
hery sites
Haeundae the seaside 1
Bulguksa Temple Historic site 1
Ryongmundaegul Natural 1
monument
Geumsanpo Salted Fish Processing Plant || 2c0m/indus=
trial complex
Total 59
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ture from 1980 to 2010
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3 gge FEE Busl /g A e EolE &
et
o RS WA F RN GUY S Y= BB
A ARE HPOR APt BoF o B B4 Aaot 37}
2 % Ao 0g FRE ANS BT 4 UL A0E /)
gtk o] =R HatolN Aol dolo] A P AT
o B2 or] WelE Brsta Aek g5 He v 4 4
3 e A ol e 5 54l =R g9g Fu
F LA L= A 2 (A AR 17 55 BEG AEA, %
o] AAH &F Fol 3% A&sfe] ojFoAE, AT A9
TYE A B4 2 oHT 5A4o] de YT A (Insti-

tute of Language and Literature, Academy of Sciences ed.,
1960: 226).
A 1 A AARAFH 21E5e] AR BAo
TFE7F e AQFHA. A, 7%, B AEA, 2
5 5ol AR Agate] o]RofX dAT x99 FUH
2 o]FojAti(e X2lA A, 2. (&) 4R D 53 HR(Social
Science Publishing House ed., 2017: 335).
T Y] AR F 1960 E3 ARl AT S ARG TS
Lol2 Aojst vk, 20179 &3 AR AA'E w2 ¢ Ee &
HE YoM oA 2k o7 ‘AW FRITRE xpojHo]
Epvtch

2. http://mpgu.su/scientists/polovinkin-aleksandr-aleksandrovich-2/

3. http://en.mpgu.su/admission/faculties/faculty-of-geography/
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