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Aesthetic Experience of Streetscape in Syarosu-gil
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ABSTRACT

How can we explain the phenomenon of small, old alleyways in the city becoming rising commercial places attracting
people from an aesthetic perspective? This research discusses distinctive aesthetic experiences of urban commercial alleyways,
which are located on inner roads and consist of small-scale stores and explore the specific aspects of Sharosu-gil, located
in Gwanak-gu, Seoul. The aesthetic experience of urban commercial alleyways is generated by the contrast with the refined
urban fabric along main roads in terms of space, the gap between the old and the new, and the antagonism between the
known and the less known. The approach to Sharosu-gil consists of the high-rise buildings along the main road built in
the 2000s, then encountering low-rise buildings on inside roads built from the late 1970s to the present. Therefore, it is
judged that the site has sufficient conditions to generate the aesthetic experience as an urban commercial alleyway. As
a result of analyzing the street improvement projects, first, the official announcement of the name ’Sharosu-gil” was interpreted
as an escape from the place specificity and garnered the acquisition of the characteristics of an alternative. Secondly, the
improvement project for old-established signboards was interpreted as harmony between the new and the old and the loss
of temporality. Thirdly, in the pedestrian priority road project, the pavement was interpreted as a reinforcement of the
identity as an alleyway and the visualization of the area. Since the reality of urban commercial alleyways depends on
the user’s visiting, it is necessary to interpret alleyways from the perspective of the senses and aesthetics, not just from
social phenomena or capital logic perspective. The study will cast implications for relevant schemes and data-driven research.
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Figure 1. Location of Sharosu-gil

Figure 2. Approval date of buildings around Sharosu-gil

Source: Mapping the ages of buildings in Seoul.
(https://www.mapzen.com/blog/mapping-seoul-buildings/), 2017. (recolore
d by the author).
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Figure 3. 3D image of the whole area of Sharosu-gil
Source: S-Map(Seoul Metropolitan Government), 2020.
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FHULh A3 AL o7 A3l &3 119 7HdYth I3
o) A2d BHE 5A] o]F &dEe] ¢ ol HAl flelXFy
A Ao F& Zolok sl $1719 A&eldon, YR Ay &
Hol glo] ofzl dA EI3IHA AFRSAE 7HEY Sk 9olH
S A4 ZgEle JER B JokdE A8 dAUA Hef Q)
AU 27 78 FAA kbs, AlolE Wl AFRFAo] AvlE
HA EZAELR shgo] AAZSFAE AR 25 22HA A
ST 29 75 22 WA O BXEE B UE AV|E o
WA Uiths A4S & 4 AJAFYTE” https: //www.gwanak.go kr
/site/mayor/ex/minwon/selChiefHopelnfo.do?abBoardld =73095
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