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ABSTRACT

The 1920s and 1930s were when new trends became prominent in Korean housing architecture. This study began with
a curiosity about the appearance of residential gardens during the transition period, when housing types were changing.
Since gardens are constantly evolving and living spaces, it is not easy to give a clear picture of their evolution. However,
through popular magazines and newspaper articles published in the 1920-30s, this study investigated how people perceived
the gardens socially and how they engaged in gardening.
First, the study of Gyeongseong’s urbanization process revealed that people perceived gardens as a way to give natural
beauty to the urban environment. Therefore, the creation of a residential garden was strongly encouraged. Second, the housing
improvement movement, which the architects actively discussed during this period, emphasized that a garden is a factor
that can help improve the quality of the residential environment in terms of hygiene and landscape aesthetics. Third, since
the media provided information on gardening, it was confirmed that the number of people engaged in gardening as a hobby
increased. As designers and gardeners who had received a modern education became more active, the concept of “designed
gardens” was formed. Lastly, although the houses were divided into various types, the shapes of the gardens did not show
a significant difference according to the architecture type. They tended to embrace the time’s ideal garden design and style.
Therefore, even in a traditional hanok, Western-style gardens were naturally harmonized into the overall architecture, and
exotic plant species could be found.
Although the gardens found in media images were limited to those belonging to the homes of the intelligentsia, it can
be seen that representativeness was secured, considering the popularity and ripple effect of the media. Therefore, this study
contributes to the literature as it confirmed the ideal gardens and gardening methods in the 1920s and 30s.
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Figure 2. View of Lee Tae Jun’s residential garden
Source: "Singajungy 1(6): 127-129.
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Figure 3. View of Kim Yeon Soo’s residential garden
Source: "Singajungy 1(6): 130-131.

a: Lee Ok Sun's garden

b: Kim Won Bok's garden

Figure 4. View of Artists’ residential garden
Source: "Singajung; 2(7): 67-68.
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