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A Study on the Types of Tree Management in Modern Palace Using Photographs and Expert Interviews
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ABSTRACT

The Florence Charter, established in 1981 by the ICOMOS-IFLA International Commission on Historic
Gardens, considered the historic garden as a plant—dominated architectural composition, a perpetual balance
between the artist and the artisan's desire to remain unaltered in perpetuity. Trees, the main component of the
garden, require continuous management as they repeat their creation and calling according to the cycle of the
seasons and accordingly, it is suggested that management to maintain the appearance of trees in Korean
palaces was an indispensable element. Although it is an important matter to historically verify the tree
management techniques of the palaces of the past, research has been difficult due to the absence of historical
records and the disconnection of life due to the Japanese colonial period. In addition, according to the view

that trees were not generally managed in the palace, research on palace tree management techniques has not
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been conducted so far. Therefore, this study aimed to examine whether or not the tree management of the
palaces was performed in the past through expert interviews based on photographs taken in modern times.
With the identification of tree species and pruning through in—depth interviews with experts using photographs
taken in the modern period, the results are as follows. First, it was found that the shapes of trees and leaves
could be identified through photographs and by observing the phenomena caused by planting and pruning, it
was possible to estimate whether or not the tree management was implemented in the modern palace. Second,
as a result of in—depth interviews with 8 experts in 4 fields, it was possible to determine the tree species and
pruning status, purpose, and method. There was no significant difference in opinions between groups, and the
evidence was clearly presented. Third, the type of management of trees in the palace was mainly found to be
determination of the types of tree, removal of hazardous factors of trees, and management of lower vegetation
and through the photographs of Jondeokjeong and Gwanwanjeong, it was confirmed that the trees were
managed even before the Japanese colonial era, considering the time of filming. Based on the photographs
taken, it was possible to estimate whether the trees were managed before the Japanese colonial period through
expert interviews. However, it could not be clarified due to lack of historical materials as to whether it was
carried out on its own according to the circumstances of the times or by the Japanese Empire. Stll, in this
study, evidence was obtained to refute the view that trees of the palace were not managed in the past
through the collected data. Expert opinions supporting this view were collected to make the conclusion. In
addition, based on the general theory of pruning, an empirical review of expert opinions was conducted to

secure the reliability of the research results.

Keywords: Changdeokgung Palace, Changgyeonggung Palace, Plant Management, Training and Pruning,
Photo, In-Depth Interview
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