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ABSTRACT

Recently, there has been an increasing interest in the migration of young people to local areas. These young
people are discovering and reinterpreting local resources to open local businesses while generating new value
in local activities and businesses. This study was initiated with the recognition that fundamental solutions are
needed for these young people to settle and sustain residence in the local area. Edward Relph stated that
'place’ is a fundamental attribute that influences human existence in the world and is the source of stability
and identity formation for individuals. This is deeply related to the psychology of young people who have
migrated to local areas. These young people accept the unfamiliar ‘'space’ as a ‘place’ to form stability and
personal identity. Therefore, this study utilized PhotoVoice methodology to examine the process and key
factors of place identity formation among migrant youths. As a result, the study identified factors that enable
young people to settle in local areas and sustain residence while recognizing elements the local government
should focus on to support and address the influx of young people. The results of this study can serve as a
foundation for addressing the declining population in local areas through the formation of a relationship

population and spur the inflow of young people to local cities in the future.
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Table 1. The process of migrating to a local areas

Category Settlement process

Kang(2006) Exploration ‘ Decision ‘ Preparation ‘ Implementation ‘ Adaptation

Return to " . . :
. Lee(2010) Recognition ‘ Exploration ‘ Preparation ‘ Execution

farming

Woo(2014) Preparation Decision Post-migration

Ko(2020) Exploration and preparation Adaptation and settlement Sustainable settlement

Youth 00(2021) Inflow ‘ Participation ‘ Experience ‘ Migration ‘ Expansion
migration Jang et al.(2021) Exploration ‘ Migration Settlement ‘ Sustainable settlement
Researcher ethics Exploration and migration Sustainable settlement
S22 AR A 518 35(EH 2175) 1141
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a: Accomodation

b: Restaurant ¢ Co-working space d: Cafe & bookstore

Source: FHE, 2022

Figure 1. Space operated by young adults in Jungang-Dong, Gongju-Si
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Table 2. Characteristics of study participants (as of June 2022)
Participant Gender Age First visit Time of immigration Length of residence
P.1 F 20s 2021.8 2021.10 9m
P.2 F 30s 2021.8 2021.10 9m
P.3 F 20s 2021.6 2021.6 ly
P.4 F 30s 2021.3 2021.5 1y Im
P.5 F 20s 2021.3 2021.5 1y Tm
P.6 M 30s 2020.5 2021.6 Ty
P.7 M 30s 2018.7 2019.1 3y 6m
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Table 3. The PHOTO questioning technique

Category Content

P(Picture) The background and situation in which the photo was taken, as well as the content depicted in the photo
H(History) The participant's process leading up to taking the photo, as well as emotions and thoughts felt during the situation
O(Opinions) The participant's perspectives and opinions on the photo, as well as potential solutions to the issue depicted

T(Talk) The participant's other experiences or stories related to the issue, or additional details they would like to share
O(Outreach) Ways to broaden the participant's opinions or experiences, and their desired changes

Source: Hussey, 2006
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Table 4. The analysis results of photovoice

Category Main topic Subtopic Photo count
Landscape created by the residents 6
1. Interest and curiosity about the region Local landscape 8
Before S b : p
ces run by youn e
migration pa Y young peop
Conversation with a youth who immigrated to the region 2
2. Building a relationship with the region
Participation in local programs 2
1. Providing stability and improving quality of life in the region Local landscape and places 10
Normalization of tourist sites 4
After 2. Expansion of activity range
o Expansion of network 3
migration
Taking on new challenges 3
3. Enhancement of residential sustainability
Emergence of new spaces 3
\5% o 5l ee
o
Gongju Post Office
o Jungdong Elementary School
: @ Jemincheon
Gongju Tax Office (1] [3) 00 =
:250m, (1] e (2} Gamyoung-gil
Vi ben Gongju Sadaboseol 09 000
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Dangganiiju Park
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Bonghwa Elementary School
Geumhak-dong
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Figure 2. Photo location
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Table 5. Recognition of places before migration

Category

Meaning

1. Interest and curiosity about the region

1-1. The landscape created by the residents

' |Location: Alleyways around Jung-Hakdong
2 |Content: The atmosphere of the neighborhood's alleyways, which smelled of people living there, was nice and it started my imagination

of living in the city

Location: Alleyways around Gyodong
Content: As a crudial place that led me to move to the city, the atmosphere of the alleyways was cozy and had a sense of privacy

HEESLL
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Table 5. Coutinued

Category

‘ Meaning

1-1. The landscape created by the residents

& |Location: Flowerpot placed in front of the house

Content: The flowerpots residents are growing in front of their houses add a refreshing atmosphere to the neighborhood

| |Content: An alleyway | often visit, | happened to come across a mural, which caught my eye and | liked it

Location: Mural

| Location: Jangdae 1-gil street

Content: The hidden stories and landscapes of the area evoke interest in the neighborhood

Location: Courtyard of a home
Content: | stumbled upon a cozy and cute house, and decided to settle down there as they remodeled an old house

1-2. Local landscapes & sceneries

Location: 5th floor stone pagoda at Dangganjiju
Content: It was amusing to find out that the stone pagoda, which was believed to be genuine, turned out to be a fake

»‘J Content: | wanted to introduce this place to the majority of tourists and also wanted to revisit this place before the cherry blossoms fall

Location: Cherry blossom tree in front of Ssangsujeong

# |Location: Geumgang iron bridge

Content: | felt the beautiful natural landscape where | could see both the forest and the river at the same time

B |Content: The dlear flowing Jeomincheon and the peaceful scenery of low, traditional buildings were beautiful like a village from a fairy tale.

Location: Jemincheon

So | revisited in August and participated in a 6-week local living prgoram in early September

Location: Jemincheon
Content: It was an unreal landscape like no other world and wanted to revisit the place in the future to enjoy the scenery once again

i | Content: The scenery at Jemincheon, which determined 99% of my impression, increased my liking towards the ity

Location: Jemincheon

wg |Content: Jemincheon, which | encountered when the weather deared up, increased my interest and fascination towards the area

Location: Jemincheon

| | Location: Dangganijiju park

Content: The moment | had a wine picnic. While this behavior may seem a little unusual in other dities, it was a natural part of life in the

city
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Table 5. Coutinued

Category

Meaning

1-3. Spaces run by young people

Location: Suseonjip(Cafe)
Content: The moment when | was talking with friends who came to visit Gongju and felt the charming atmosphere of the space

{ | Location: Bonghwangjae (guest-house)

Content: It was the first accommodation where | stayed in Gongju, | was able to experience a relaxed life in the dity

& |Content: Bonghwangjae was the first impression of Gongju for me and it made me want to experience living in the city

Location: Bonghwangjae (guest-house)

_ |Location: Gagachaeakbang (book store)

Content: | felt the charm of the area through the notes, drawings left by visitors. It was one of the reasons why | wanted to revisit the city

Location: Refuge & Strength (cafe)
Content: | enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere at cafe, unlike the bustling atmosphere of a big city

2. Building a relationship with the region

2-1. Forming a loose network

Location: Banjukdong 247 (cafe)
Content: The place where | stayed the longest during my visit and | was able to form relationships with the locals by listening to their stories

1| Location: Gagasangjeom (store)

Content: | enjoyed talking to the locals without any awkwardness and was able to form relationships with them

2-2. Partidipation in local programs

4 |Content: As | learned woodworking for the first time and received warm hospitality from the owner, | realized that there are warm neighbors

Location: Sol Gongbang (wooden workshop)

in the area and my interest in the area increased

e |Content: The moment | participated in a fountain pen gathering, a horizontal relationship was formed between local residents and outsiders,

Location: Upstairs( shared office)

and there was a good atmosphere of learing from each other
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Table 6. Recognition of places after migration

Category

Meaning

1. Providing stability and improving quality of life in the region

1-1. Local landscape and places

 |Location: Student department store

Content: It is a place where | have become friendly with cats, thanks to the kind local culture towards stray cats and personally, it is a place
where | can feel a sense of stability

4 |Content: This is a place where | visited whenever | felt suffocated in a small room and refreshed my mood for a moment

Location: Jungjung-Dong hostel rooftop

Location: Grain House (cafe)
Content: The scenery consisting of the low skyline of the downtown area and traditional Korean roof tiles from the cafe has a positive impact
on my attitude towards life

Content: Looking at the scenery from the cafe, the blue sky and traditional Korean roofs instead of gray buildings have a positive impact on

Location: Grain House (cafe)

my mental state, making me feel relaxed and maintaining my sense of attachment to the area

B | Content: This is my favorite place. Every time | walk | feel peaceful and it provides me the motivation to continue my life in the ity

Location: Jemincheon

} | Location: Jemincheon

Content: Since | moved here, this place has become the stage for all my daily activities such as walking, exercising, commuting

Location: Jemincheon
Content: Living in a place dose to nature has a significant impact on sustaining my life and settlement in the province

B |Content: Just staying in a house makes me feel calm and peaceful in both body and mind

Location: A moment when | sat on a chair in my front yard on a late autumn day

| Location: Dangganjiju park

Content: There are many places to take a walk near the city raises the quality of life in the region

¢ |Location: Dangganjiju park

Content: A place | always visit with my friends on good weather days

2. Expansion of living environment

2-1. Normalization of tourist sites

Location: Geumhak-Dong Suwonji (catchment area)
Content: The abundance of beautiful scenery and places have a positive impact on life in the city
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Table 6. Continued

Category ‘

Meaning

2-1. Normalization of tourist sites

Location: The view of the Geumgang river surroundings from Gongsanseong fortress
Content: The biggest charm of this city is that, unlike big dities, it has such landscapes around residential areas

Location: Muryeong Wangneung (cultural Heritage within a 5-minute walk from the house)
| Content: There is a scenery where various cultural heritage sites and historic relics are located nearby, allowing you to feel a unique atmosphere

exdusive to the local area in your daily life

@ | Content: My favorite place in the city is a spot where | ride a bicycdle on weekends

Location: Jeongancheon (river)

2-2. Expansion of activity range

Location: Gamyeong-Gil area
Content: Place where you can find simple happiness in the city by greeting and throwing a topic to the passersby and engaging in small talk

Location: Seokjang-Ri, Mideora area (a photo of a meal with acquaintances who gave me advice)

Content: This was a place where | realized that it was not just the neighbors living in the downtown area of Gongju who were willing to help
each other, but also that the network of connections within Gongju could be extended, and that someone would always come to
help even when | couldn't do it alone

L, |Content: On the day when i found a place to live in the neighborhood with the help of residents, | realized the most important thing in the

Location: Jemincheon (near the first house in the city)

province is people and the individual roles they play in the city

3. Enhancement of residential sustainability

3-1. Taking on new challenges

Location: Dangganjiju park
Content: A scene where local residents participate in a local design project program that | had planned

= | Location: Majuan (the moment when | leased a local vacant space and exhibited artworks with artists)

Content: Although the space was shabby, | discovered a new aspect of the space by combining it with art

Location: Majuan
Content: | wanted to try my own small business such as pop-up, exhibition, and sales in the space

LLocation: Multipurpose cultural space (the day | built a rooftop with local residents/youths)
Content: A place that | have an emotional attachment to because | created a space that did not exist in the dity
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Table 6. Continued

Category

Meaning

3-2. Emergence of new spaces

Location: 08001 Barcelona
Content: The quality of life improved after a space to go to in the evening was created, and the bar is located in Jung-Dong, expanding the
range of movement in the dity

« | Location: 08001 Barcelona
"= | Content: Recently opened bar, the only space that opens in the evening, is my personal favorite place in the city
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