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ABSTRACT

The importance of play from a Children's Rights perspective has been continuously emphasized, and the need
for play facilities and spaces has been reiterated. Meanwhile, in South Korea, despite the continuous increase
in the number of play facilities, efforts to improve children's play spaces are required. Therefore, this study
reevaluated the current regulations and policies concerning play and play spaces from the perspective of
securing the right to play. An analysis of the legal concept of domestic playgrounds, related laws, construction
standards, and regulations was conducted. The systems and characteristics of the related regulations in the
UK, Canada, and Germany were analyzed. Based on the results of the comparative analysis, our directions for
improving the system of playgrounds to ensure the children’s right to play were proposed. First, a legal
definition of the concept and scope of playgrounds should be established. Second, beyond safety—focused
facility regulations, there is a need for institutional enhancements to ensure the right to play. Third,
comprehensive management of playgrounds is required as a spatial concept rather than as individual facilities.
Fourth, qualitative management is needed through specific guidelines and guidelines related to the establishment
of playgrounds. These results can serve as a basis for establishing systems and promoting policy projects to
ensure children's right to play in various fields, including urban planning, child welfare, and education in the
future.
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