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ABSTRACT

Despite the increasing importance of urban parks ecological functions in dealing with the climate crisis,
ecological parks are not clearly defined in Korea's legal system. Numerous ecological parks created nationwide
cannot be systematically designated and managed due to various legal bases and varying management
authorities. It is important to clarify the legal status of ecological parks in order to lead the ecological
paradigm shift of urban parks and to improve the natural park system for a comprehensive and integrated
approach to protect the national ecosystem. To this end, related laws were analyzed to identify problems and
to draw directions for legislative improvement. Through the literature review of relevant laws, acts, and
ordinances, six major directions for improvement were suggested based on the analysis of problems. First, the
legal status of ecological parks in the administrative dichotomy of the current park system is ambiguous, and
ecological parks should be clarified through the revision of park-related laws. Second, an ecological park can
be defined as a sustainable park created and managed in an ecological manner, promoting the protection and
restoration of the ecosystem, conservation, and promotion of biodiversity, and balancing nature observation,
ecological learning, and leisure activities. Third, the role of the state and local governments should be
systematically revised to lead to a new park planning and management model through new governance.
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overlapping ecological parks for other uses should be allowed. Fifth, detailed guidelines and standard
ordinances need to be enacted to meet the goals, principles, and facilities of ecological parks. Lastly, along
with the revision of the laws, ordinances by local governments also need to be more concrete. This study,
which tracks various legal realities related to ecological parks, can contribute to policymaking that can
systematize the foundation for the creation of ecological parks to preserve nationwide ecosystems and provide

citizens with opportunities to experience and learn about nature.

Keywords: Urban Park, Natural Park, Act on Urban Parks and Green Areas, Natural Parks Act, Facilities
for Conservation and Use of Natural Environment
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