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Yeong—dae(#=E), Yeong-yu(EMED), and Yeong—so(FiA) - so—called Yeong-dae Garden' — appear in the
poem 'Dae-ah(KH)-Yeong—dae(FEE)' in Shijing(GHE which is considered the record of the earliest garden in
Fast Asia, in the chapter "Yanghyewang(RHET)" of Mencius(&T). Focusing on those records, this research

clarifies their characteristics and discusses the aspects related to garden practices in the Joseon Dynasty. The

Yeong—dae Garden is the garden of King Wen of the Zhou Dynasty, who is considered a sage of

Confucianism. It is considered to be the first imperial garden in China, and the basic form of all gardens

consists of mountains and water. The characteristics of Yeong—dae Garden can be specified through the texts

of Shijing and Mencius, the comments written by Zhu Xi and others, and later literature, such as

Sambohwangdo. The characteristics of Yeong—dae Garden are as follows: In terms of form, the three spatial

elements corresponding to raised ground, a wide area for raising animals, and a pond with fish form a simple

arrangement; in terms of function, it combines observation and rest; and in terms of symbolism, it signifies

the companionship of the public sentiment and the leader's sincerity. In literature from the Joseon Dynasty,

Yeong—dae Garden mainly appear in historical materials related to the King, and its meaning shows an aspect

of differentiation into two functions: an observatory for astronomical observation and a garden for rest and
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appreciation. For the intellectuals of Joseon who sought to restore an ancient ideal state like the Zhou
Dynasty through Zhu Xi's Neo—Confucianism, the Yeong-dae Garden served as a control device to warn

against royal garden's practices and a symbolic mechanism to expand its meaning of existence to good
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