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ABSTRACT

The process of overcoming the crisis brought about by the Sewol ferry disaster created positive changes that
led to continuous empathy rather than turning away from the pain, unlike most existing social foundations. In
particular, researchers noted that the physical space of the therapeutic place had a significant impact on the
psychological and social recovery of the bereaved families and citizens. To prove this, researchers directly
observed the phenomena occurring on-site from 2015 to the present and conducted interviews with concerned
parties to identify the characteristics and collect data. This study defined the concept of therapeutic places for
the Sewol ferry disaster, derived their characteristics, and examined their social significance for overcoming the
disaster based on what the researcher had seen, heard, and felt on the ground for 10 years. Therapeutic
places are distributed throughout the country, including Jindo, Ansan, Seoul, Mokpo, and Jeju Island, and the
process of production, disappearance, and transformation according to changes in social conditions were
identified. The production of a place is a way of preserving an incident or creating in the same physical

space. In terms of space utilization, permanent places and temporary places are created. The places that have
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disappeared are spaces that have lost their function through oblivion and neglect. This was applied to the
government memorial hall and Gwanghwamun Square to understand the aspects of group conflict, political
ideology debate, and value conflict. As the daily space takes on a new meaning, the transformation of the
place alters its value. This situation happens because people think deeply about their memories. It includes
how personal memories become shared memories and how permanent places are used for different memorials.
The therapeutic places that exhibit these characteristics are the children's rooms and the 4.16 Memorial Park.
The Sewol Ferry Disaster Therapeutic Place has confirmed that it has a new spatial form and function that
has not appeared anywhere else. It has tried to coexist utilizing heterogeneous concepts, such as past and
present and life and death, and has played a role in establishing itself as a domain of life. Through this
study, the characteristics of a unique memory place for the Sewol ferry disaster were discovered, and
confirmed that memory places contribute to overcoming disasters and promoting resilience. This has suggested
the possibility of applying it to other disasters in the future to serve as a historical lesson and social

reflection.

Keywords: Social Disaster, Healing Space, Participator Observation, Daily Memories
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