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Urban Gardening Practices in Korean Apartment Complexes
- An Analysis of Private Ground-Floor Gardens in the Olympic Athletes' and Journalists' Village -
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ABSTRACT

Gardens have long served as transitional spaces between the interior and exterior in residential history,
functioning as fluid, multilayered living environments that reflect users'daily lives and individualidentities.
However, Korea's apartment—centered housingculture has increasingly excluded gardens from residential
environments,relegating garden cultivation—rootedin residents'voluntary practices—tothe domain of detached or
high-end housing, Against this backdrop, this studyinvestigates the patterns and cultural-spatial meanings of
garden cultivationwithin a multi-family housing complex today. Focusing on the ground—floorprivate gardens
of the Olympic Athletes Village Apartment in Seoul, this research employs a case study methodology. Through
on-site observation,the physical characteristics and maintenance conditions of the gardens wererecorded. Based
on thisexploratory factor analysisand K-means cluster analysis were conducted. The extracted factors
andresulting garden typologies were then qualitatively interpreted to uncovertheir spatial and cultural
significance. The analysis revealed thatgarden cultivation was influenced by five key factors: ‘Participatory’,
‘Practicality’, ‘Shielding’, Naturalness'and ‘Maintenance’. These gave rise to fourdistinct types of garden

practices: (1) the ‘Screened Neglected Garden’, characterized by strongvisual and physical isolation from the
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outside and poor maintenance; (2) the ‘Environmentally ResponsiveGarden’, marked by openness and changes
in planting density and maintenance in responseto adjacent natural environments; (3) the ‘Experiential Leisure
Garden’, defined by residents’active involvement, diversevegetation, and recreational functions; and (4) the
‘Practical Productive Garden’, which emphasizes functionaluses such as vegetable gardening, storage, and other
utilitarian features. Inthe context of apartment living—whichprioritizes convenience—privategarden cultivation
reestablishes a personal domain and expresses individuality identityand dwelling culture. Gardeningwithin
collective housing ismore than a matter of space utilization; it is a practical act that reflectscontemporary
housing culture and embodies diverse modes of dwelling. Itsuggests the potential for a resident—centered

housing culture that mediatesbetween public and private spaces and moves beyond top—down planning

paradigms,

Keywords: Urban Garden, Gardeningtypology, User behavior, Housing culture, Exploratory Factor Analysis
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4.4 M8 MM3 A9 (Practical Productive Garden)
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