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Trees from Garden to City
- Tracing the Urbanization of Street Trees in Paris from the 16th to the 19th Centuries -
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ABSTRACT

In 2025, Paris launched an ambitious plan to plant 170,000 trees and green 500 streets under the name of
'rues—jardin (garden streets)." This initiative, designed to address climate adaptation and improve quality of life,
also represents an attempt to reshape the urban form. Yet, a historical tracing of Parisian street trees reveals
that the imagination of a "garden street’ is far from new. From the outset, the city's tree-lined streets
originated in the formal structure of gardens. This study traces the transformation of the alée a key
compositional unit of the French formal garden, into a structural component of urban infrastructure from the
late 16th to the late 19th century. From pallemalle and cours to boulevards and avenues, the garden allée,
once designed for pedestrian strolling, gradually extended into carriage promenades, peripheral urban walks,
and ultimately into infrastructures. In this process, the geometric principles of the formal garden—linearity,
repetition, axiality, and ordered rows—were transplanted into the city through the very trees that came to
define its streetscapes. The linear landscape formed by rows of trees planted at regular intervals along streets
thus bears the imprint of a garden—derived spatial order. At a time when many cities around the world are
striving to become "garden cities," this study proposes a new urban imagination that views street trees not as

mere infrastructure, but as companion species with whom we co-inhabit the city.
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Figure 1. Matthius Merian, Plan de Meérian, 1615, le palmail
Sourcet Paris Musées
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Figure 2. Matthius Merian, Plan de Mérian, 1615, The Court of Marguerite de Valois
Source: Paris Musées
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Figure 3. Pierre-Alexandre Aveline, Le Cours de la Reine, 1616
Source: Musée Carmavalet, Histoire de Paris
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Figure 4. John Rocque, Plan de Paris, 1754, Grand Boulevard
Source: Gallica Digital Library, Bibliotheque nationale de France
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Saint-Antoine) oA} AZe] ZEE B ee(Porte Saint—Honoré)7k2] olofflom], Fo] 16AJ] o]=2] oMt
(Bernard, 1970).
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om, AFo| ‘FFFAF R 7|9 ok oF 18417]e] o]=H %"6‘01‘— HaTol AT Woks TA=
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S SHOoE AR, ofnf Fde] oply STt HEAN i ZRAES FHch 1HA FdE XA
A %ﬂg Jeoll ESdoke FI9=, & ohlol H8ok= dl 244 JFgs vHl Ee] dud 2 LEE
(André Le Notre)th. oplwet 2eff weld EAo] Zglovt Adiiso] o= A4 & Adchk: Yels
e S - gt Zo)ithKostof, 19911 232). BI2AMG}E de] oflr= 71dHlA 7St Je] Fo=
oloj2l= ARt Zteao] ok gioke] oplr= Q1Y) HEE TAfslel: B 0R SO, FAl| A
ol AFE £ 7R A TAAE ] FRE Allolr]E Fict.

Elodg] JYo ojgzjole] AY HMES mIA mhjof| A Lost AR, 1570 ool & el 7t
Ed] & A A(Catherine de Medicis)E 1ol AAIRE AHolglet. 16709 2 LE2= Y] B9 45
& FAoke gEloh oloils W 22 AT oMliwolls “EUE, ERtEdA, TGS E4)0] At
(Dorion, 2013). o] oplp= 2 FA2AR FH=7] 2712 Fde] oz Exitt Fde] oflwoll=s 289
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Figure 5. Louis-Joseph Mondhare, Vue des boulevards prise de la porte Saint-Antoine, 1759 - 1784
Source: Bibliotheque numérique de I'INHA
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Figure 6. John Rocque, Plan de Paris, 1754, Champs-Elys¢es S&
Source: Gallica Digital Library, Bibliotheque nationale de France
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Figure 7. Félix Benoist, Avenue des Champs-Elysées vue du haut de I'Arc de Triomphe, c. 1850
Source: Wikipedia Commons

Figure 8. Gesamtplan von Delagrife, "Plan de Versailles,, 1746
Source: Gallica Digital Library

opF & 60me] ol2= gt me] oplwolls tidl Wt AA BS54 A A Figure 9
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2 W83, oblne AU Ikt S4e =A $es el WA dR Tieads A, o
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Figure 9. Vue aérienne du domaine de Versailles par ToucanWings, 2013
Source: Wikipedia Commons
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Figure 10. Adolphe Alphand, Les Promenades de Paris, 1867 - 1873
Source: Bibliotheque nationale de France
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183395 H 184874 mte] ZXLE ARt FHE 2K Claude—Philibert Barthelot, comte de Rambuteaw) 2]
TA] YAl o= “B, 37, JE7oI0tHLawrence, 2008: 191). I TAJQ] ST} sl FAlo] 25
Sl ¥ijto g TRof VRS Ao, A9t ol AulohH, T BHYRE E5oks § dZet ks
ZWdek wElgic 1] AQl7] B9t mEjele N9 8 ASAE ARG, skl dofs 7129 3kmol
A 52 295km= F7HICE ThRE AR 2ol & 2o ARGy, MR el F AT A B9
=9t Landau, 1992). 9] FRIEE XA 49| 214 BERFE SRt 7| AQloRA Hi Zo| fASFE
AEFh=d, o] 71 o] UR A 1M 5 7iRaE Rkt L EAAAIY] 2] ARl F shsich

T A EAE A Sheeh WA Hglo] FEA] (b whEel, EARC] Wi fxot HiEe E57
AfA oz Jhxok= delie AP A URE A7lollke 31H Alofe] 21, E5] A4 w2 125
St oA 7t AP AP B2V Rk T-ellE okl B Es A, A B2 P F

5 B700] e ANl 71245 Zolob] AR, St 9 ATk A] ZRx ARgde]l AAAR] Bk Al
ot 119 BA] e URE 33 7] B4 uetE okl AgH oz wizjel] SIt EtE ekt &
o eAqk A9 Gtk grket 4= Sick.

QATES. BT TAASS AdstH TA| Mo YRS Al 18509 38 S BRo= s Ex| £
go] sk o o] UBels 3419 B A AP wop oAtk ‘] i ARYE e M gl
192 k] AHS et ol ZiR4de o ol A Al AHEL R4 FHto] ofel TA XA
Weohe 38 T29 dybd oz Sigihn) 2oio] 33 LR Teth SARTF ofet Eud ofke
et B3} Qlzmeelet, ERofl= Ul TlE 3719] SRR ofet T 3, WVlE A, A 5, ARt
B0 558 gt Aulso] FHEIHChoay, 1975). WiE oA AJQ] 7IAG, opATE I HEERO
2 2ot Aol v A B3 @ EAIE Mok B AR WAHGIE EA] xRt @A A2l
= 45,0002% ol Ut AAHStLawrence, 2008). EAE URES AL, 7124E TA] gl
AR APgol=|ick.
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104]7] 5t oA ‘Bl 22w o7 et oo <2y AR Sfulgich €9 4] R
Aol 2498 o] F7Ke A Hlsiel oblE Sig Amiee ARsr Aderlel 2E AueR st 20
144] 710 24T 15 Bute o o2l 7198 Bhale, mAIS o9kt 48 slwo] Hee At 19
U} o] slee] Bules mAle] shmlolis B0 GHE Za dglon 244 Jlsh AL AR AR
A2 Rk At ol

1S4zl YA Y| Pz AjshEA Evi=e] 3
At oule A elEnt. FHET Aol 2HlEE AW wolz Welal TSI EA] Thee] SRR, <
2RR2 22 2Hf=E Al ot Ve Al Tieado] kAl RS oflebiiehd, ek e
o 7tzede ZAE BE URor TimAeA g = 2Hles kA FERe Y MR URE
TNz 2E YA B8 mEe GukEtt ZolH. oAl 1947] St Zrild Euteet o Timae EA A9
2 Sl o=,
o] Il ErtzE Aol A=Y HeRRt 37 F4o] 5 ol A 2 kE=e] 34
ol mizE ge o] Z1skers AAet 4 et =HE, GA dele] FAel g £ A of

) oplir 2 vlea EAEle) WA AT Butee) o] Higith BA0] 7 Bel2o) Funaxe] £
A o) 9 BB A 29, obil, JlE Bakze] A @Al wA) vl A Alme BEA o
7 548 Aot

et Hl ot ol g Bof 2E W kA9 MRS ge, 2 Tlead BAY VIE Se
FHSSA At L] Auoiet. 1861 FEEIAE w2 AR ARQe] BHk=e] dis) Rt FH w2 7t

2A2= Aol BARTHJohnston, 1861). o] AT Y] SAAY TAE okl HHolH TAIE 7loket
Hog Ayt BHlE: TAY] 7|E W Wizsloly Ajee Al FERE 7T BHIE ol Aofd
7f24E EA 7lstete] =4 ZkxAdo] H Zlolck,

E AR EHIEO] e o EHFES] AhekE HoldIoh mie] AblEer A7 FA9] el A A &
H(Jean—Charles Alphand)2 T2 23} 330f w} A7) Al AAHCE A&Fh=d|(Aphand and Hochereau,
1886), TIFEe] T2 E& 26m ool P T0mol B¥tFigure 10). HA 7I24E A2 Ha Sm
ol "olA A= Zlo] Yolgly URkHoR ke ofFef| 7} oF 24, Ut F £ six|Eglen], & 3om ol
TRk 5ol & 249 AR B2 Fol 40m oV A T4 welti meksl 7F Eol FUtEel ol &
O] 7f247t A= Jick 2 eflloflA] wikeh AFEE Fejold U= ofA] TA] ZhRolA Akt Bt
£ 2ot 9%s 2 | Aotk

et At 715kt g2 ofelelUsiAlE eItk LR Alo]o] AR @5l HolAlA| shr]E
g e Fat Fao] 2 HolA JlEse TA] S5kl BAfolA] HAIRE EARIS] it Rt A
2|3k oAl Eel], Aol R AAYE Q7] Al s Qhiisha Y] whiR-Ee] Aoyt
AEtE AxH 7t247t ERA BEAE 220K Z]oferd ARoR J)soh | Aok wiebA EHlE, & 2
TA] 7t URE B89l TAIE Qtte] 5 7HeRt 3heR FAsk= 2 ZIsteke] ddoleta & 4 qlrk.
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o] G 747t EAlG] 724 WSl At 2 e Il Aele] @] ofd dge FAS 3
o ARlE FHom FAe 7ol BIES Tl GHe] o A TR ogmFeRs FAT,
o}2 sllsk7] $isl 1647] Well 1947] TR shelold] Uek 27 7t249] ARISS Avingiet o
30] Wela} 2t Ao et BN Holsl 27] BRlolgly, Fo] 144 APle] Bel=e} otz
alo] 54| 240 ¥z sl AIG olof 1947] F eomie] wA A Agle o B4e 2y
23 w20 O delz SR AVHEOoR o] gt Ao Qe ARl 2 cluekz A v
42 FAGORA, AU EA ok 7124 9Alo] Asie TS Relrort

Vol malst 72, Belze} oy, T3 oApte] Bel2 ololx WAL hatde] Al Tt 3
2§ destds Qus stk g Asle TS Helrth SRl 2Ue 204 e
W, Z0) gl AEA AL 37 W) 7] B2, ) A1) A A Seld Az T olnlg o

sizzziss
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UARE, A} FLT FAA 7R FAIFCE o] dthe ZhEA0] AR o] B 7150 High 71E =9
Hell 1 ojulE 7Rssb g @Ale] R&at Apate] FEgto R, AU RAR ool Z1e] Papt
2] TA] ATe] Ao A T oS dlYl

= =]
#9l0] ZleKot GAe Ung 9 2

E
Aoz vigskn & Aoz Baon, 1 A Het ke
g =AY Qua PR o] BN URE okie] AL Feek A vl whAskiA
(Braverman, 2014), A1) A A0%0] 58 M7 Z70] Hoirt 2 o] Held Fleade] @A &

Aop BEoleHe o5 AL Atk e £ Flsiske URE Al 40 E7E A0uAE, e

2 qika} vigRio] AR} Ugle) AR 4+ Gl TS TR Zolth e et B el Tlas
£ Gt B0 AU AL oleit YA $4 it

A Ao AU S B o Jletee f42 oA AT Bt gk leat 54
Sk Aeloz A2 ot gtom], ol et ek 2 Ak tke eklel B wifshn Pdic 49
o felstel Brjel TR A G et Fol Rl Ae olAoR Fols) sik o YA
A1 270 ] el 0 AT 2> R 2 ke A AR 4 ol v 3 A Ak

[UIHJ
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A1 S ARl el Basi 7199)] diElA ZHTfW 99 EA HED, 7IESE BN A
& e R EE S9T s L Stk TIEY JIRSE BAIE A Aohdle tﬂ?—%{companion

species, Haraway, 2008) 08 ERL yH4L A9 LA *M*“Eﬂﬂ-i A&7Fs BAR Aok skl
o] g 4 qlrk

F 1 gellales Zgao] A Aol B4 F2 Aok AHRE 9PE R, T A 9A% 1408 URe
GAfR) ATt B4k Qhfiohe 37 FxOITh 11 71¢ ool 2uia o] B2 Ao e 4 9lom, T

Frolide Het FjsietEo|n A A FAlo WAt 1847 TH=zet g2 Mybabd, ola: JelE

‘EES URE Aoz AT, ZHo| Y fEo|u} ARER]E AAS AL A ol @Egii} Diderot and d’Alemb

ert, circa 180). £3] gell= Fo] 144]9] 247101 Afte] 2 LEE(André Le Notre)7} AARE ZAyolA A
He oplyy, Al o BHl2 5o i}ﬂﬂt}

Z 2. WA(Paille-maille) el Pall Mall, olgelolol e Pallo a maglio Eejod, TefAo)4 Palemailolet= 7
225 o} gk
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