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ABSTRACT

As South Korea entered a super—aged society in December 2024, ensuring the mobility rights of trans—
portation—vulnerable populations has emerged as a critical social issue. Since December 2021, the Barrier—Free
(BE) certification system has been mandatorily applied to urban parks, revealing institutional problems such as
design inefficiencies and inconsistent interpretations of certification criteria. This study analyzes the problems in
the evaluation criteria and operational processes of the BF certification system from the perspective of
landscape architecture and explores directions for improvement. Through a literature review, four key problem
areas were identified: the validity of certification indicators, the rationality of certification procedures, the
practicality of the certification system, and the adequacy of review institutions. In—depth interviews and
thematic analysis were conducted with five landscape architecture professionals who had experience with BF
certification. The findings indicate that, first, the uniform application of standards without consideration of
park—specific characteristics and inconsistencies in the interpretation of review criteria undermine design
predictability. Second, procedural consistency is compromised by changes in review committee members
between preliminary and final certification stages, resulting in excessive administrative processing times. Third,

an unreasonable compensation structure was identified, in which appropriate design fees for BF certification—
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related work are not adequately reflected. Fourth, design autonomy is constrained by arbitrary interpretations
and interventions by review committee members lacking sufficient expertise in landscape architecture. A
comprehensive analysis revealed that these issues are not independent but are interconnected, forming a vicious
cycle. Based on these findings, this study derives four theoretical and policy implications: contextual
incompatibility in policy transfer, institutional drift, the importance of expert participation, and the necessity of
appropriate incentive structures, The proposed improvement measures include the flexible application of
standards reflecting park characteristics, ensuring continuity of review committee members between preliminary
and final certifications, expanding the participation of landscape architecture experts on review committees,
and actualizing appropriate design fees. These measures are presented as short—, mid-, and long—term
implementation strategies according to their feasibility and the need for legal amendments. This study provides
foundational policy evidence for improving the BF certification system and is expected to contribute to the

creation of genuinely barrier—free parks.

Keywords: Barrier-Free Parks, Practitioners’ Perceptions, In-Depth Interview, Certification Procedures,
Design Fees
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