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A Study on Design Methodology for the Activation of Waterfront Spaces
- Focusing on 14 Winning Proposals from the Seoul Waterfront Activation Node Design Competition -
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ABSTRACT

Urban waterfronts have shifted from infrastructural spaces for transport and industry to public spaces for
leisure, culture, and everyday use. In this context, Seoul has promoted the Waterfront Activation Node project
as part of its waterfront policy. This study analyzes the design strategies of 14 winning entries from the Seoul
Waterfront Activation Node design competition. Using an analytical framework based on spatial composition,
circulation, events and programs, and preservation and regeneration, the study identifies several shared
tendencies: stay—oriented hub spaces, layered access between the city and the waterfront, mixed everyday and
event—based programs, and adaptive regeneration that respects existing environments. The findings show that
recent waterfront design in Seoul aims to transform waterfronts into everyday public spaces, while tending

toward node-based activation rather than the reorganization of the waterfront as a continuous linear network.
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