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ABSTRACT

This study interprets Seoseokjiwon in Yeongyang, Gyeongsangbuk—do, as a landscape produced through
Neo—Confucian practice in a Joseon literati garden. Seoseokjiwon is neither monumental nor visually
extravagant. Rather, it was created by Jeong Yeong—bang as a place of withdrawal, self—cultivation, and
moral integrity amid political upheaval and warfare. The study examines Jeong's writings, family records,
poems on scenic objects, and the spatial structure of the garden. Five concepts are employed as an analytical
framework: wandering and embodied experience (yu), site reading and selection (sangji), naming, adapting
design to the conditions of the land (injijeui), and poetic inscription and recitation. The analysis shows that
the garden was formed by discovering a suitable secluded site, assigning ethical and cosmological meanings to
natural features, minimizing physical intervention, and repeatedly transforming landscape experience into
poetry. The group of auspicious rocks in the pond is especially significant as the rocks appear and disappear
according to water level, symbolizing concealment and manifestation, the virtue of the gentleman, and the
constancy of principle amid change. Seoseokjiwon may therefore be understood as a “garden of discovery,” in
which the order already present in nature was interpreted and converted into a moral landscape. It is a
Confucian intellectual landscape where Jeong Yeong—bang's worldview was condensed into physical space,

language, and lived practice.
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