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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the representational strategies and meanings of Korean landscapes depicted in the paintings
of Elizabeth Keith, a British female artist who worked in Korea in the early 20th century. During her stay in
Korea in the 1920s, Keith meticulously recorded scenes of urban life, nature, people, and daily routines through
various forms of media, including watercolors and woodblock prints. Her impressions and background
narratives were later published in books, such as Eastern Windows(1928) and Old Korea(1946). Based on 29
of her paintings, this study examines their visual composition, the contexts of production and perception, and
the contexts of reception and circulation. It also conducts a supplementary comparison with Keith's selected
contemporaneous works depicting China and Japan to examine the scope and limitations of the interpretations
of her Korean works. The analysis shows that Keith frequently selected places associated with her travel and
stay in Korea, including Seoul, Wonsan, Pyongyang, Suwon, and Mt. Geumgang. Mountainous topography,
traditional architectural elements, such as gates, walls, and tiled roofs, and figures engaged in everyday activities
repeatedly appear in these works. Comparison with the selected Chinese and Japanese works indicates that

depictions of everyday life, eye-level viewpoints, symbolic places, and the use of blue tones were not unique to
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her Korean works. The recurring combination of natural topography, traditional architecture, and everyday
human activities within a single place—based scene was identified through the analysis of the 29 Korean works.
Keith’s writings and related records further reveal detailed observations and an aesthetic interest in Korean
nature and everyday culture, while also reflecting an outsider’s cultural perspective and critical awareness of
Japanese colonial rule and landscape change. Her representations of Korea therefore cannot be reduced simply
to either empathy or othering, but should be understood as reflecting a complex outsider’s perspective shaped
by place experience, cultural position, aesthetic interests, and historical conditions. These findings suggest that
Keith’s paintings should be understood not as objective records for reconstructing the physical landscape of
early 20th—century Korea, but as visual sources showing how particular places and landscape elements were
selected and configured into pictorial landscapes. This study thus suggests the potential of modern paintings as

visual materials for examining landscape perception, experience, and representation,

Keywords: Outsider's Perspective, Historical Visual Sources, Visual Culture, Landscape Perception,
Modern Painting
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a: Wonsan, Korea(A0T)'

b: East Gate, Seoul (by moonlight) (A02)?

¢ The Nine Dragon Pool, Diamond
Mountains(A03)"

d: The Diamond Mountains, Korea, a
fantasy (A04)°

f.. East gate, Seoul, sunrise(A06)'

g Morning mists, Korea(A07)'!

h: Returning from the funeral, Korea
(A0B)'

k: White Buddha, Korea(A11)?

|: Water gate, Suwon(A12)'

m: Schools old and new(A13)3

n: Contrasts(A14)3

o Wall of Korea(A15)°
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b: The Wonsan Scholar and his
disciples(B02)'

kites (B05)°

'r‘ o

I: Ugly old woman(B09)® k: Kite-flying(B11)° I: Country Scholar before a royal

tomb(B12)°

m: The green doak(B13)° n: A Hamheung housewife(B14)®
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27 5 oA SRl 2A Al ettt oheR A E Q1A weEfoie 2RR] ARtdwet ulA,
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2006). Az A02= 71A5 tiEsts SHat A% F ohe WrkEn, Fuhed 71249 3 i ZEolA] vt
HRoz MHE FQ A= HoA FEIc) ol ZARS sjAo R oF & Ho] 2L nfQ o]FAel At
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< Hojrh ot ozt mdo] Sl tigh 27te] ZAeztelt Birteld QX Ao Smgitiy &
spE), w Aadt Al weE @ HESK] 1 9ulE s 240t ik

BIE9] A%, 4] 3@ WAl wet Al 717 fRoR FEG 4 olrt A A4 HEeR & AR 5
(B02, 03, 06, 08, 1402 ¢t 38, A& 2700] ZEH, ATFS] 4 et 34 th=2x] gt v v
& g3 AEo] 3A(B0L, 04, 07), B 5371 Br1s3t 2HEo] 64(B05, 09-13)0& LRt} 439 o]
Uehs ZERoMe A4 A4S Od2 Adsp et A2 tE AQArF sl v ofof Zghwlo] Yeht
o} ol B #idA o] AA) 440 7188 ofe} ey} §A EXRE BH ks Adoke A 84
2 SEEeS HojErh

oleft Al Ay} v 4 WAL FRel, 7149 e T I3l AA AR ol AAelA HEE

Aoz AERF A4, A a4t 29 A I91 M= OE Aueart 23 oW 5 ot Fa A4d

mlo =

=
ﬁ
i3
E

126 | SH=22ZAst5|2| A| 547 55 (EH 2373)



S, 93¢

0z

ko] TP Uehdeh Wb Al Ueht A48 ko) A AR 24 el e Ao ofshln
T, ofwe Aot ATVt WA AeEn sk qold o] TAHAS FHoR AmE Bt
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4.1.1.2 ARt

ojo} AFoA o] AL dhdE shde]l Fdske 71E2AR] AdE 84 F sholrt & delide Alle X
AREEH - 71, ARG, TR ERol AReE FESIGH. 2 a7l 24 dvdel A-BIES A%
297 ke, AARRE 3-(A0L, 06, 07), AAE 278(A03, 04), WHA] 24302 BE o] AR oR e
Utk ol IEde AWEH ATE 15H0ME 2AA 33, AN 24, =0l A 10-es deRges, B
T 142 B w0l Ao vEhdth AEE i ARl 9 49t 2o

TAROR TR A2 AOL 06, 07=, A0LFF A072 e4te] mheat 4 e, A6 Ae et +

H BTS2 YA detEs P2 FgEe] St B V1= m2H A0l ¢ite] Ade] &t Wt
o AEE, A072 7120t HEFE Mok vtk HXE 333 25ZolthKeith and Robertson Scott, 2006).

ol X REe] Aol A4 T 9119k WeAslo] 93 Hole, oft ¥ ARFe] WAl A B 9ok
BRigo] Glee Holert, ofF AEA TAFS W Wsle] Hue shiol sl g 8% - 37 - 54
B AE TG 4 GLES S A2 4O Uehde) webd o2 2 ARE E BaRe] guut
A5 AR AHoR Shelsb|nck A4 B Ko o 249 BAS SHHoR Avte Bast ok
AR BEE T ARA, S BT IS HEoR sk glon, AR 912 2o S ek

a: AO6. east gate, Seoul, sunrise’

b: AO5. marriage procession, Seoul' ¢ B11. kite-flying?

O3 3. Mup AF 742471 SV LIEEL= 25E AR
Z3]: 'Keith and Robertson Scott(2006); Keith(2012)

a: TAR4-AQ7. moming mists, Korea'

b: Z{A|d-A03. The Nine Dragon Pool, Diamond C +=50| AR4-A02. east gate, Seoul (By moonlight)?
Mountains'

JE 4. DAY - AARY - £20] ARQ| 2= Al

Z3: 'Keith and Robertson Scott(2006)

,2704'5 =20 [E2H(2007)
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Bridge Soochowy(1924)0], AE ZRZ.2 (Kamakura Daibutsuy(1919), <Summer Reflections, Kamakura)(1922),
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