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ABSTRACT

Forest scenery is an important social and cultural value of sustainable forest management (SEM), vet the means
of managing it have been relatively neglected within international criteria and indicator frameworks. This study
compares and classifies the forest landscape management systems of the United States, Canada, the United
Kingdom, Germany, Japan, and the Republic of Korea along two axes. The first is the management target—
whether the system manages the visual effects of vegetation management activities such as afforestation and
harvesting, or the visual effects of land-use conversion such as forest-land development. The second is the
management perspective—whether the system is forest—centered, or is integrated—landscape—centered, placing the
broader landscape encompassing urban, rural, and natural areas at its center and treating forests as one
component. The analysis shows that the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, where timber
production is active, have developed forest—centered systems (e.g., SMS, VQO) that routinely manage the visual
effects of vegetation management such as harvesting, whereas Korea is integrated—landscape—centered and
oriented toward preventing visual degradation from forest-land conversion, lacking a system that routinely
manages the visual quality of forest management itself. Although Korea considers scenery in the
vegetation—management domain through its environmentally—friendly harvesting system, that system is primarily
aimed at ecological values such as biodiversity, and scenery remains a secondary consideration embedded within

silvicultural standards. These differences are closely related to each country's land ownership and forest-use
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structures. The study suggests that Korea needs to complement this institutional gap through a shift toward a

forest—centered perspective and the introduction of aesthetic indicators for the vegetation—management domain.

Keywords: Forest Aesthetics, Visual Resource Management, Visual Quality Objective, Sustainable Forest
Management, International Comparison
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